Claude Monet’s Japanese Bridge
Art Lesson 
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Grade Level: 2nd Grade 
Subject(s) Area: Art 
Materials Needed:

· Painting paper – with tape preplaced in position as the bridge
· Paint brushes and sponges if want 

· Water cups for brush cleaning 

· Acrylic or temperate paint – two shades of blue, two shades of green, white and pink 

· Paper plates or dishes to hold paint on 

· Paper towel for cleaning 

· Tape – used to do the bridge 

· Slide show made on Claude Monet – attach survivors from Paris: Claude Money painting, Paris map, and France Money 
· Another good resource for this lesson is “The Magical Garden of Claude Monet” by Laurence Anholt – I just couldn’t find them book 
Standards:
· Visual Arts 4.4.1 

Know that visual art has both a history and specific relationship to various cultures. 
Students examine works of art belonging to particular cultures, times, and places such as 19th century impressionism 

Students explore a wide range of visual art media* and materials, tools*, equipment, and technologies 
· Visual Arts 4.3.1 

Students examine and discuss themes, symbols, and ideas* found in specific works of art. 
Objectives:

· Students can apply how Claude Monet’s backyard helped him create his artwork
· Students will listen and participate in slide show 

· Students will grasp the idea that art is part of history – by examining work by Claude Monet during the 19th century
· Students will be exposed to what impressionism is 
· Students will be able to recreate their own form of impressionism 

· Students will be able to listen and clean up area when time is up 

Learning Activities:

1. If I had the book “The Magical Garden of Claude Money” by Laurence Anholt, I would start out reading with that – but because of time I wanted to jump right into the lesson 
2. I would have the students come sit around the circle time right after coming in from recess 
Also during recess I will set all the paper, paint, brushes, and supplies out on their desk ready to go. 
3. I would pull up my PowerPoint I created 
This talks about when Monet was born and how he was an impressionist 

It also talks about how Monet was born in Paris, so I brought some pictures and souvenirs from Paris to engulf the student more into the French Culture that Monet was born into 
4. The last slide on the PowerPoint shows Claude Monet’s Water Lilies and Japanese Bridge paintings 
Talk about how Claude Monet had this garden in his backyard, which was his favorite place to paint 

Ask the students what they would think if they have a backyard like that? 
5. Leave up the slide show on the Japanese Bridge painting. Tell students to get up quietly, go to their desk, and keep all supplies down and untouched
6. In the slide show it talks about impressionism not using lines but using dots and layers SO show students an example of what that means by doing both types

7. Show students the finished project of mine I have done – can explain how I did certain things 

8. Students can look at the picture on the slide show to do their own version of Claude Monet’s impressionism Japanese Bridge 
9. Tell students they can use paint brushes and sponges to paint the types of green, blue, white, and black

10. Before students start painting tell and show students the procedure for cleaning brushes and cleaning up spots when done 

11. Students will place painting to dry over night and on Monday students will get to pull the tape off and out will come a white bridge
Assessment:

Informal Assessment: 
· Students can imagine Claude Money’s backyard bridge coming to life on their painting
· Students listened and participated in slide show 
· Students show me they are engaged and working diligently 
· Students can now show and tell about Claude Monet’s 19th century painting style impressionism 
· Students followed directions 
Formal Assessment: 
· I will be able to see student’s artwork and how it doesn’t have straight lines but dots and layers like impressionism does 
· I have implemented multiple assessment strategies by doing a visual and auditory slide show, passing around hands on ideas to gain a better understanding of the environment Monet grew up in, and kinesthetically and creativity working on their painting 
Reflection:

· What did I do well?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I keep the same?

· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I change?

· This is completed after your lesson is taught.
The questions listed below each subheading are only guidelines when creating your lesson.
